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Little Lou : Remembered Part 3

By Randy Harnish

as told to Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Born to Be Soldiers: Those Plucky Women of World War II and other World War II books.

(Following the discovery of a male child
in the jungles of Vietnam, the Battery B,
3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery Regiment took
him in and cared for him until the boy they
named ‘Little Lou’, due to his small stature,
was airlifted out of the country and taken to
the United States where he was adopted
into a good home. Later in life, he had the
opportunity to meet some of his saviors,
one of which was Harnish, and show his
thanks.)
In September 2014, I attended a battalion reunion in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
There Little Lou – now going by the name
given to him by his adoptive family, that of
Robert ‘LL’ Arestad -- and I had the opportunity to visit in person for the first time in
44 years.
Tom Lightner was my battalion commander who retired after 32 years as
Deputy Commander of Western Forces. At
the reunion he presented Lou with the special designation as an honorary member of
Battery B, 3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery
Regiment.
While in Vietnam, Little Lou had been
with the ‘Rolling Thunder Battalion’ for four
years. The rest of us were there on oneyear rotations. This made Lou the senior
member.

For a couple of days, dozens of us soldiers and Lou sat around, chewing the fat
and recalling the bygone era, telling stories
and laughing. The laughing part seemed
odd since 45 years ago nothing had
seemed funny.
We all came from different areas of the
country with varied backgrounds. But,
because of Lou, we had one thing in common -- we were all very proud of “our little
brother”.
In March 2016, Gen. Lightner called me
with bad news. Little Lou had died of heart
issues. He was 53 years old. When asked
to deliver his eulogy, I accepted.
In Bellingham, Washington, more than
400 family and friends gathered for Lou’s
celebration of life service. Six of us old cannon cockers attended.

I was third on the list of speakers. Gen.
Lightner spoke first and then CBS White
House correspondent Bill Plante spoke via
video hook-up, due to scheduling conflicts.
Bill Plante said he had been a young,
‘wet-behind-the-ears reporter’ when he
interviewed Lou in the final days of the war
in the streets of Saigon.
After Lou arrived in the States, the pair
had kept in touch, remaining close friends
over the years.
Plante reflected that, after interviewing
hundreds of people during his 50-plus
years at CBS, no one had been more interesting and inspiring for him than Little Lou.
Countless nieces and nephews attended
and spoke at the funeral, confiding their
continued on page 5
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Ruth Cooper Licking – Women’s Army Corps
By Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Born to Be Soldiers: Those Plucky Women of World War II and other World War II books.
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In March 1943, 22-year-old Ruth Cooper
of Marion, North Carolina, arrived at Fort
Oglethorpe, Georgia, for basic training.
Following the bombing of Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941, she had enlisted in the
Laura Silva newly-created Women's Army Auxiliary
Corps (WAAC). “The idea of being a soldier
Glenda Nichols-Oliver
didn't terrify me as much as it thrilled me,”
Gemini Concepts, Inc.
said the native.

have that happen to me.”
After basic training, Cooper was assigned
a clerical position at Kelly Field in San
Antonio, Texas. She kept track of paperwork
for officers’ transfers and those headed
overseas. Her assignment at HQ earned
her the rank of corporal and later, sergeant.
Her pay was $78 a month.
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Desperate to fill those vacant jobs, the
American government urged women to
enlist. By the end of the war in 1945,
350,000 of them would do so.
The women rose daily at 0600 hours to
fall out for roll
call. They
marched to the
field for drill and
physical training
and attended
courses on map
reading, defense
against chemical
warfare and air
attacks, military
customs and
courtesy.
A part of the WAACs’ training was in neatness and orderliness. Each WAAC was
issued an Army blanket, sheets, pillow, wall
locker and a footlocker placed at the base
of the bed. “We were taught that everything
had a place," Cooper said.

On August 31, 1943, the WAAC service
disbanded and all of the WAAC’s were dismissed. Cooper was one of more than
45,000 WAACs who re-enlisted the following day in the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).
In June 1944, Cooper met Tech Sergeant
Bill Licking from Greensburg, Indiana. He
had been stationed in Panama for three
years and was now stationed at Kelly Field
in an administrative position.
During the next several months, Cooper
and Licking dated often. They married in the
base chapel on February 17, 1945. Cooper
borrowed a wedding dress from a fellow
WAC. Because of gas shortages and difficulty in travel, neither had family present.
When the war ended in August 1945,
Ruth and Bill Licking were discharged soon
after. They moved to Greensburg, Indiana
then Bluffton, Indiana, where they operated
a men’s clothing store for 27 years. They
became parents to four children.

The women slept in barracks lined with
rows of bunks.

“In the Army we were told there were two
ways to live,” she said. “I was happy as a
soldier living the Army way. If anybody
would ask me to do it again, I would. I might
not have done as much for my country as
an American soldier stationed overseas, but
I filled a gap. As little as it might have been,
I helped. That’s what it was all about.”

Each bed was made so a quarter would
bounce on it. “If your bed was not properly
made, you were gigged, or punished, and
made to do it over. I was careful never to

This excerpt is taken from Kayleen
Reusser’s new book, Born To Be
Soldiers: Those Plucky Women of World
War II. Available on Amazon.
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Little Lou : Remembered Part 3 - continued from front page
love for Uncle Lou. He had been the ‘go-to’
guy when they needed something. He was
also the glue that held the oversized family
together.
Among the fondest memories were those
of riding in his Cadillac convertible, which
had been modified to accommodate his
small stature.
The March 2018 issue of the Call to Duty
newsletter carried this story about Lou’s
death:“Battalion Sponsors Bench to Honor
Unit, Comrade”
Veterans of the 3d Battalion, 16th Field
Artillery Regiment who served in Vietnam
have come together to sponsor an exterior
bench at the National Museum of the
United States Army. The sponsorship
comes from a 4-month campaign to raise
funds -- $10,000 in total – for a bench to be
placed on the Museum’s campus.

war experiences with their fellow veterans.

the United States.

“It was the outcome of these reunions,”
Lightner noted, “that the notion of some
sort of lasting recognition and tribute to this
‘Family of Vietnam Veterans’ was needed.”

Lou passed away in 2016, leaving money
in his estate for some sort of dedication to
his friends of the 16th Field Artillery
Regiment.

Half of the sponsorship comes from the
estate of Robert ‘LL’ Arestad – a Vietnam
war orphan who was essentially adopted
by the unit in the summer of 1969 near the
village of Thien Phuoc, Quan Ngai
Province.

“We were very excited to work with the
16th Field Artillery Regiment to find the
right sponsorship opportunity to honor the
regiment’s service and the story of Little
Lou,” remarked Kathleen Hold, AHF’s
Assistant Director, Donor and Member
Programs. “Through the many different giving options, soldiers and organizations are
able to honor and tell their stories at the
Museum.”

Soldiers of Battery B came upon the
young child whose parents had been killed
by bombings in the nearby mountains.

Leading the charge for this lasting tribute
is Maj. General Thomas Lightner (USARet.), a Founding Sponsor of NMUSA and
a Sustaining Member of the Army Historical
Foundation (AHF), who commanded the
regiment in 1970-71 in the Danang-Church
Lai area.

Lou (thus named by the unit) was of
Montagnard birth
(and a dwarf)
which made him
an outcast among
many Vietnam
people. Lou quickly become an honorary member of
the unit as he ran
errands around
the base while he
healed and learned English.

Lightner explained that the unit began
holding reunions some years after the war
to reconnect with old comrades and share

Lou was eventually adopted by an
American family in Ferndale, Washington,
and become a successful businessman in

In reflecting on the importance of this
memorial, Lightner concluded, “Service and
comradery with Lou and the soldiers of
‘Rolling Thunder’ were the highlight of my
career and life in the United States Army.
Having a lasting recognition of this group of
distinguished veterans will honor this legacy for all to see.”
The war in Vietnam has long been
regarded by many as the most unpopular
war in America’s history. A handful of aging
cannon cockers will go to their graves
believing they made a difference in a young
boy’s life during that time. I’m proud to be
in that number.
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Hollywood's Role During WWll
By Susan Frances Bonner RN BSN, author of Opening A Registered Nurses Eyes; A life Altering Journey Across North America

Hollywood's ever changing role in the
American lexicon and culture is yet again
brought into the light as it has shaped many
of the ways that Americans think about
everyday life, what we wear, what we buy
and how we deal with rest of the world. It is
just a tribute to how important America is
the becon of Freedom. But Hollywood has
devolved since the decade that was WW2
and American values. Let us explore what
Hollywood used to be, it’s origins and how it
helped to keep the moral of the country
optimistic during one of most trying times in
American and the worlds’ history, WWll.
World War II touched virtually every part
of American life, even things so simple as
the food people ate, the films they watched,
and the music they listened to. The war,
especially the effort of the Allies to win it,
was the subject of songs, movies, comic
books, novels, artwork, comedy routines—
every conceivable form of entertainment
and culture. Moreover, in many cases these
works and their creators were actually part
of the war effort. Writers, illustrators, cartoonists, filmmakers, and other artists used
their skills to keep the public informed about
the war and persuade people to cooperate
with the government’s Home Front programs—like scrap drives and rationing.(3)
During World War II, Hollywood's efforts
gave an unprecedented boost to the morale
and recruitment levels of the American
armed forces, making cinema the most
important form of popular media produced
during the war. This importance is demonstrated by the extensive use of films in
propaganda, recruitment, training, and
morale-boosting.
Films acted as propaganda and, due to
the audio-visual nature of the medium, had
the ability to be even more effective at motivating people than other forms of propaganda such as posters. With their combination
of audio and visual elements, as well as
their ability to tell stories, films were (and
still are) able to really affect people on both
intellectual and emotional levels, making the
medium a very effective instrument of propaganda. (1)
When America entered World War II,
some of Hollywood's most celebrated directors enlisted and risked their lives. But they
weren't fighting, they were filming combat.
“Through the 1930s, Hollywood and the
federal government held a mutual suspicion
of each other. But after Pearl Harbor, the
Page 6 VAN DIN

War Department asked Hollywood directors
to make short documentaries that could be
presented in theaters before the featured
films. The ideas was to show Americans
what was at stake, give them a glimpse of
what our soldiers were going through and
stir up patriotic feelings.”(2) Five directors
who made movies for the War Department
were: John Ford, George Stevens, John
Huston, William Wyler and Frank Capra.
“This small cadre of directors voluntarily
left successful careers in Hollywood to work
on behalf of the American war effort. Their
numerous propaganda films are more than
historic artifacts; they provided unprecedented witness to the actual encounter of
war and suffering.”(4) We will explore how
each director approached the task that they
were asked to do. We will start with Frank
Capra.
“Part of Capra's idea to use Nazi propaganda films in the "Why We Fight" series
was born out of necessity. There was
almost no budget for these movies. He had
something like $450,000 ... to make 50
movies. He really couldn't go out and shoot
a lot of stuff, but the Treasury Department
had seized a lot of foreign propaganda
movies.
“Triumph Of The Will” is pro-Nazi propaganda, pro-Hitler propaganda on a level of
intensity that nobody in America had ever
tried, because propaganda, even right after
the war started, was still kind of a tainted
word, whereas it was not in Germany. So
Capra's brilliant idea was to take some of
these movies — which shockingly were
shown theatrically in German communities
in New York in local movie theaters to proGerman audience — and turned them
against their makers by showing just how
dangerous and domineering these people
could be.”(2)
“John Ford was highly patriotic and eager
to serve his country in the war he felt was
imminent. Ford was too old to fight, but he
saw an opportunity to use what he knew
best to help the United States military. In
early 1940, Ford signed on to set up the
Navy’s Field Photo Unit.”(5)
“Ford loved the open waves and bled
Navy blue, rising eventually to the rank of
rear admiral in the U.S. Naval Reserve.
Traveling to all corners of the globe, he
cranked out dozens of documentaries for
the Department of the Navy and the Office
of Strategic Services (OSS) during World

War II. Ford’s wartime output as a cameraman-in-uniform ranges from the perfunctory
(Sex Hygiene, anyone?) to the historically
valuable: His Academy Award-winning 1942
documentary The Battle of Midway features
frontline footage—in color—of that pivotal
clash. Ford took a shoulderful of shrapnel
wielding his camera in the thick of battle
and was commended for his actions. From
Midway to D-Day, he had a front-row seat
to history during its largest conflict.”(6)
John Huston served as a Signal Corps
lieutenant during World War II, making documentaries to support the war effort. The
Battle of San Pietro is a powerful work that
portrays the Battle of San Pietro Infine near
Naples. Huston was attached to the U.S.
Army’s 143rd Regiment of the 36th Division
and his film purports to capture them as
they fought their way through the country.
The film generated controversy at the time
because Huston showed dead soldiers in
detail.(7)
George Stevens shot documentaries for
the Army. “What Stevens filmed at Dachau
was so painful that he didn't talk about it for
decades afterwards. But what we think of
now as some of the images of Holocaust
atrocity that are burned into our collective
consciousness — that's what Stevens saw:
bodies in boxcars; starving, dying, skeletal
people; bodies covered in snow; body parts;
crematoria. The footage that he shot proved
to be extraordinarily important in the
Nuremberg Trials, where it was compiled
into two evidentiary movies, one of which
was specifically designed to show Nazi
atrocities and the other of which was
designed to prove that this had been a
long-term plan on the part of the Nazis “(2)
“William Wyler went off to war as an officer in the U.S. Army Air Corps. One of his
more memorable propaganda films of the
period was a documentary about a B-17
bomber, The Memphis Belle: A Story of a
Flying Fortress (1944), He also directed the
Navy documentary The Fighting Lady
(1944), an examination of life aboard an
American aircraft carrier. Though the later
film won an Oscar as Best Documentary,
"The Memphis Belle" is considered a classic of its form. The making of the documentary was even the subject of a 1990 feature
film of the same name. "The Memphis
Belle" focuses on the eponymous B-17
bomber and its 25th, and last, air raid flown
from a base in
continued on next page
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continued from previous page

England. The documentary features aerial
battle footage that Wyler and his crew shot
over the skies of Germany. One of his photographic crew, flying in another plane, was
killed during the filming of the air battles.
Wyler himself lost the hearing in one ear
and became partially deaf in the other due
to the noise and concussion of the flak
bursting around his aircraft”(8)
Soldiers, attending film screenings with
one another bolstered their morale and
helped to foster feelings of brotherhood and
togetherness, along with providing them
temporary escape from the harsh realities
faced in their day-to-day lives and a connection to the world back home. Hollywood
helped with this, when they used the power
of visual medium to rally Americans to the
cause of freedom.
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www.bentonsr mc.com

725 Center Street • Cedar Falls, IA
Also located in Waterloo & Independence, IA

421 Main Street • Cedar Falls, IA
25% Military Discount on all drinks
BrassTapBeerBar.com

319-260-2080
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Memory Care-Independent

Calvin Community
& Assisted Living –
4210 Hickman Road
--Nursing & Skilled Care –
Des Moines, Iowa 50310
www.calvincommunity.org
(515) 277-6141

• Klinger
• Benjamin Moore
• Pratt & Lambert
Paints

333 5th Ave. SE

(319) 366-7165 Cedar Rapids, IA

FOOD. FUN. BOOZE.

515.243.3141
Like us on Facebook!

Lunch: Monday-Friday 11AM-4PM
Dinner: Monday-Thursday 4-9PM
Friday and Saturday 4-10PM

Celebrating over 44 years
Specializing in Prime Rib
Iowa’s Largest Salad Bar
chicagospeakeasyrestaurant.com
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-ZHamilton’s
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605 Lyon Street,
Moines
50309

319-351-9723
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555 E. 12th St.
Dubuque, IA 52001
Fire Sprinklers • Kitchen Fire Suppression
Backflow Preventers • Installation
Inspection & Testing • Repair
2800 Delaware Ave. • Des Moines, IA

515-265-8030
www.iafire.com

(563) 582-3726
www.steelmartdbq.com

WATS: 1-800-255-4459
FAX: (563) 582-6717

Get Rid of Your Junk Metal Today
With Our Container Delivery.

319-377-1527
4000 3rd Ave. | Marion, IA
Since 1882

515.244.8604
369 HakesDrive
Norwalk, IA

515-288-2131
1403 Walnut Street
Des Moines, IA

Commercial & Residential
Granite • Marble • Limestone

O’DONNELL
HARDWARE
Hardware • Paint & Decorating
Home Organization • Outdoor Living

4150 Kimball Avenue • Waterloo, IA

5715 Hickman Rd.
Des Moines, IA
515-255-2240 • acehardware.com

319-235-5390
cedarvalleymedical.com

PEDIATRIC & ADULT ALLERGY PC
Robert Colman, M.D.
Kelly Pearson, ARNP

Whitney Molis, M.D.
Laura Kersey, ARNP

1212 Pleasant Street Suite #110
Des Moines, IA 50309
Phone: 515-244-7229 Fax: 515-244-7233
Website: allergyasthmacare.com
Email: office@allergyasthmacare.com

SERVICE & SALES, INC.

101 S. D UBUQUE S TREET • I OWA C ITY , IA
HERTEENS @ LIVE . COM
HERTEENANDSTOCKERJEWELERS . COM

Creating Memories Celebrating Lives
• Serving All Faiths
• Cremation Facilities
• Locally Owned
605 Kirkwood Ave., Iowa City • 319-338-8171
210 Holiday Rd., Coralville • 319-351-9362

Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States
IOWA VFW STATE SERVICE OFFICE
557 Federal Building
515-323-7545
Cell Phone: 515-689-4029
Des Moines, IA 50309
Fax: 515-323-7405
IOWA VFW STATE HEADQUARTERS
3601 Beaver Ave.
515-255-2139
Des Moines, IA 50310
Fax: 515-255-2130

Fred J. Harris
Family Owned & Operated Since 1960
Brian • Tim
319-235-6647 • Waterloo, IA
harriscleaninginc.com
Complete Automotive Care & Maintenance

Jim Lind

SERVICE
www.lensingfuneral.com

230 East Ridgeway Avenue
Waterloo, IA 50702
319-235-0457
jim@jimlindservice.com

C O U P O N

919 S.E. 21st Street
Des Moines, IA
www.yawssalvage.com
515-650-1264 / 515-266-2046
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Award-winning, All-inclusive

Independent & Assisted Living

319-341-7893
350 Dublin Drive • Iowa City, IA
w w w. m e l r o s e m e a d o w s . c o m

10” 1-Topping Pizza FREE with Purchase of a 16” Pizza
$2.00 off any Dinner
10 Piece Chicken Dinner
Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Coleslaw $22.99
1934 Washington St. • Waterloo, IA • 319-233-3323
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Robert Shouse – Marine in the South Pacific
By Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Born to Be Soldiers: Those Plucky Women of World War II and other World War II books.

Pockets full of grenades and gun in hand,
Robert Shouse fought against Japanese
forces with his Marine machine gun squad.
During the
most intense
moments of
fighting in the
Marianas
islands of the
South Pacific
in 1944,
Shouse
dropped into
foxholes for
cover. “I was
afraid to stick
up my head,” he said.
Shouse was born in 1925 in Coal City,
Indiana. After graduating from Jefferson
Township High School in 1943, he enlisted
in the Marines.
Shouse completed basic training in San
Diego, California. Assigned to the 4th
Marine Division, he helped load white marble crosses on ships headed overseas. He
hoped his name would not be on one of
them.

Shouse, who grew up in church, carried a
bit of reassurance of his survival. “My parents gave me a Bible which had metal on
the front cover to protect me from harm,” he
said.

Shouse was part of the third wave fighting
an estimated 32,000 Japanese. The attack
against the Allies was so intense that it
became known as the ‘Marianas Turkey
Shoot.’

His ship spent time at Hawaii before
invading the Marshall Islands. The fighting
with Japanese troops was sharp, quick, and
furious.

Shouse’s unit used Native American Code
Talkers for communication. These soldiers,
many with Navajo heritage, had been
trained by the military to use their native language with military radios. The Japanese,
unable to decipher messages, were hampered in efforts to intercept the Allies.

One Japanese pilot was more of a joke to
the GIs than a threat. They nicknamed him
‘Washing Machine Charlie’ because they
could hear him flying over while he dropped
bombs. The American anti-aircraft fired on
him but never hit him.
In May 1944, the Marines attacked enemy
troops at Saipan, part of the Marianas
Islands. The Marianas were a chain of volcanic islands 1,100 miles north of New
Guinea and 1,200 miles south of Tokyo.
Guam, Tinian and Saipan were part of the
Allies’ island-hopping campaign with the
goal of cutting Japanese supply routes. This
could almost certainly mean victory in the
Pacific for the Allies.

In June 1944, a sniper fired at Shouse,
damaging his left knee. He limped to an
aide station where a corpsman sent him to
the Solace for treatment.
At a hospital at the New Hebrides islands,
his injury received extensive medical attention.
In September 1944, Shouse was discharged from the hospital and put aboard a
ship to receive treatment at hospitals in the
States. Meanwhile, his unit headed to another invasion on a pork chop-shaped island
called Iwo Jima.
continued on next page

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALISTS
Bringing you reliable repairs since 2000!



    

You work hard, day in
n and day out, going above and beyond the
   
     
you deser ve, let Checking PLUS work hard for you.
Save on vir tually ever y thing you buy, from groceries to a trip of a
lifetime. Tr y Checking Plus free for 90 days and s tar t get ting more
out of your checking.* Learn more at HughesFCU
U.org/PLUS.
Hughes Federal Cred
dit Union is proud to supp
port the service
and dedication of VA nurses.

Insured by NCUA. *"! !       
       Cerrtain restrictions apply.
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24 HOUR TOWING
If you can’t bring it to us,
we will come get it.
Just give us a call.

Just Across The Street!
We can repair anything from your AC to
your engine and everything in between.

540-343-0863
2101 Roanoke Blvd.
Salem, VA 24153
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continued from previous page

With good medical attention Shouse’s
leg mended. He was intent on returning to
his unit for an invasion of Japan in summer
1945 when that country surrendered.
The war was over.
Shouse used the GI bill to attend Purdue
University where he earned a degree in

mechanical engineering. He worked at
Allison GM in Indianapolis before retiring.
He and his wife Mary Lee raised a family
in Martinsville, Indiana.
“There were days when I regretted signing up for the Marines,” he said. “But I feel

great about it now because it’s over and I
made
it back alive.”
This is an excerpt from Kayleen
Reusser’s book, We Defended Freedom:
Adventures of World War II Veterans.

Family Owned & Operated / Pre-arrangement Plans / Cremation Services

234 W. South St. - Exira, IA
712-268-2662
515 S. Division St. - Audubon, IA
712-563-2324
Or Dial Toll Free 1-800-785-2324

Apples • Fresh Apple Cider • Homemade Pies • Pumpkin Patch
Apple Acres Family Fun Zone • Gift Shop • Gift Baskets • Christmas Trees

Jefferson, IA • 515-386-8279 • dealsorchard.com

DAVIS

FUNERAL CHAPEL
& CREMATORY
SINCE 1855

913-682-5523

A diversified construction company.

Your Family-Owned Full Service Sign Company

319-233-2134
84 W. Mullan Avenue • Waterloo, IA
www.manatts.com

1020 Wilbur Avenue • Waterloo, IA
naglesigns.com

Metropolitan
Transit
Authority
Waterloo, IA
319-234-5714
www.mettransit.org

319-233-4604

We are exactly where you
want to be when your interest is
in a family-owned, familyoperated funeral home with an
on-site crematory.
531 SHAWNEE STREET | LEAVENWORTH, KS
WWW.DAVISFUNERALCHAPELINC.COM

All Veterans receive a 10 % discount
TODD TREESE, Manager
63rd and Grand • West Des Moines, IA

515-279-9905 • Fax 515-279-0315
Email: wdmtruevalue@truevalue.net

501 Easy Street
Goddard, KS
(316) 794-8635
Fax: (316) 794-3476

319-234-9752
414 E 7th Street
Waterloo, Iowa

Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
www.murphysautoservice.com
Service
Oil Changes • Exhaust
Engine Diagnostics

Electrical
Heating • A/C
Batteries

• Skilled Nursing
• Rehab to Home
• Respite Care

• VA Contracted
• Long-Term Care
• Assisted Living Services

www.medicalodges.com

Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
1503 W. Ohio Street • Leavenworth, KS
913-772-1844
medicalodgesleavenworth.com

To all of the businesses who advertise in this publication.
We w i s h t o t h a n k y o u f o r s h o w i n g y o u r s u p p o r t f o r t h e VA
N u r s e s , Ve t e r a n s a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s a n d a l l t h e y h a v e
given and continue to give to the community.
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The Forgotten Women of the Revolutionary War
By Susan Frances Bonner RN BSN, author of Opening A Registered Nurses Eyes; A life Altering Journey Across North America

When it comes to the telling of history
regarding women of the revolution” the most
famous account has to do with a woman
known as Molly McCauley who maned a
cannon during the battle of Mammoth NY
after her husband, (one of the many men
that were in charge of the cannons,) was
shot and killed. But there were many more
women that were willing to give up their
lives. Let’s explore some of them.
We start this journey with Prudence
Cummings of Massachusetts
At the time, Massachusetts was a part of a
royal colony called the Province of
Massachusetts Bay. The province consisted
of the former colonies of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony, Plymouth Colony and the territories of Maine and Nova Scotia as well as the
islands of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket.
The Province of Massachusetts Bay was
one of 13 British colonies in North America
during this time period and was the seat of
the British colonial government.
Massachusetts has become synonymous
with the American Revolution because the
first protests, riots and other acts of rebellion
occurred there as did the first battles of the
Revolutionary War.(1)
A patriot, soldier, and hero, Prudence
Cummings Wright defied traditional gender
roles to protect her town during the American
Revolution.
Born on November 26, 1740 in Dunstable,
Massachusetts, Prudence Cummings was
reared in a home with divided loyalties. As
unrest and revolutionary sentiments disseminated amongst the colonists, Prudence found
herself on the side of the Patriots, while two
of her brothers pledged allegiance to the
Crown. In 1761, Prudence married David
Wright, a stalwart Whig and avid supporter of
independence.(2)
The couple settled in Pepperell,
Massachusetts, where they became indispensable leaders of the cause. David, along
with other patriotic Pepperell men, responded to the war’s first shots at Lexington by
marching to a nearby town to intercept
advancing British troops. Prudence, who was
35 years old and a mother of six children,
recruited a group of 30 to 40 women to help
guard Jewett’s bidge.
“After the departure of Col. William
Prescott’s regiment of ‘minute men,’ Mrs.
David Wright of Pepperell, Mrs. Job Shattuck
of Groton, and the neighboring women, collected at what is now Jewett’s bridge, over

the Nashua, between Pepperell and Groton,
clothed in their absent husbands’ apparel,
and armed with muskets, pitchforks, and
other weapons they could find, and having
elected Mrs. Wright their commander, resolutely determined, that no foe to freedom,
foreign or domestic, should pass that bridge.
For rumors were rife, that the regulars were
approaching, and frightful stories of slaughter
flew rapidly from place to place and from
house to house. Soon there appeared one
on horseback, supposed to be treasonably
engaged in conveying intelligence to the
enemy. By the implicit command of Sergeant
Wright, he is immediately arrested,
unhorsed, searched, and the treasonable
correspondence found concealed in his
boots. He was a detained prisoner and was
sent to Oliver Prescott, Esq., of Groton, and
his dispatches were sent to the Committee of
Safety.”(3)
Both Prudence and her husband continued
to fight for independence throughout the war,
while raising their eleven children. Prudence
died in 1823. Her epitaph reads: In Memory
of the Captain of the Bridge Guard.
Next there was a young women: Sybil
Ludington of New York
Thanks to the epic poem by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, Paul Revere is often
credited as the sole rider who alerted the
colonies that the British were coming. Yet,
despite this tale, there were many riders who
went out the night of April 18 and in the
years following, warning the colonists of the
approach and movement of the British
forces. Four men and one woman made late
night rides, alerting the early Americans of
what dangers lay ahead. They were Paul
Revere, Samuel Prescott, Israel Bissell,
William Dawes, and Sybil Ludington.(4)
Born in New York in 1761, Sybil Ludington
was the eldest of Henry and Abigail’s twelve
children. In addition to working as a farmer,
Ludington’s father was a gristmill owner who
served in the military for over sixty years,
including during the French and Indian War.
He was loyal to the British crown until 1773,
when he switched sides and joined the
Patriots in the American Revolution. He was
promoted to Colonel of his local regiment.
His land was along a route between
Connecticut and the coast of Long Island
Sound that was vulnerable to British attack.
On April 26, 1777, Colonel Ludington
received word from a rider that the nearby
town of Danbury was under attack by British
troops and needed help. At the time,

Ludington’s regiment had disbanded for
planting season, and his men were miles
apart at their respective farms. With the rider
too tired to continue and Colonel Ludington
focused on preparing for battle, young Sybil
rose to the cause. Some accounts say she
volunteered; others that her father asked for
her service, but either way, she rode through
the night alerting the Colonel’s men of the
danger and urging them to return to the fight.
She rode all night through dark woods and in
the rain, covering anywhere from 20 to 40
miles (estimates vary). By the time she
returned home, hundreds of soldiers were
gathering to fight the British. Ludington’s
troops arrived too late to win the battle,
though they did fight with departing British
soldiers.
After the war, Ludington married in 1784,
at age 23, when she met Edward Ogden.
The couple had one son, Henry, and lived in
Catskill, New York. Ludington’s husband died
of yellow fever in 1799. Four years later, she
bought a tavern and helped her son become
a lawyer. When she sold the tavern, she
earned a tidy profit, three times what she
paid for the land, and purchased a home for
her son and his family, where she also
resided. After her son died in 1838,
Ludington applied for a Revolutionary War
pension, since her husband had served in
the military. Her pension was denied, claiming insufficient proof of marriage. At age seventy-seven, Ludington died in poverty.
Ludington was honored with a stamp by
the Postal Service in 1975. There is a statue
of her by Lake Gleneida in Carmel, New York
and there are historical markers tracing the
route of her ride through Putnam County.(5)
There is one thing to note: Paul Revere was
the only rider that was captured by the
British.
Then, Catherine Moore Barry of South
Carolina
Prior to the American Revolution, the
British began taxing American colonies to
raise revenue. Residents of South Carolina
were outraged by the Townsend Acts that
taxed tea, paper, wine, glass, and oil. To
protest the Stamp Act, South Carolina sent
the wealthy rice planter Thomas Lynch,
twenty-six-year-old lawyer John Rutledge,
and Christopher Gadsden to the Stamp Act
Congress, held in 1765 in New York. Other
taxes were removed, but tea taxes remained.
Soon residents of South Carolina, like those
of the Boston Tea Party, began to dump tea
into the Charleston Harbor, followed by boycontinued on next page
cotts and protests.
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South Carolina set up its state government
and constitution on March 26, 1776.
Because of the colony's longstanding trade
ties with Great Britain, the Low Country cities
had numerous Loyalists. Many of the Patriot
battles fought in South Carolina during the
American Revolution were against loyalist
Carolinians and the Cherokee Nation, which
was allied with the British. This was to British
General Henry Clinton's advantage, as his
strategy was to march his troops north from
St. Augustine and sandwich George
Washington in the North. Clinton alienated
Loyalists and enraged Patriots by attacking
and nearly annihilating a fleeing army of
Patriot soldiers who posed no threat. (7)
Enter Margret Catherine Moore. Katy
Barry, born Margaret Catherine Moore and
often referred to as Catherine Moore Barry,
was born near Spartanburg, South Carolina,
in 1752 to Charles and Mary Moore. The oldest of ten children, she lived with her family
at the Walnut Grove Manor, and her family
was one of the first English families to settle
in the area. In 1767, at the age of fifteen,
Barry married Andrew Barry and moved to a
farm two miles away from her childhood
home. “She lived in Anson, South Carolina.
She was an excellent horseman and was
familiar with the wilderness and Indian trails
around her area.”(6)
When Andrew joined the Continental Army
as a captain and commanding officer when
the Revolutionary War began, Barry also set
her energies in supporting the patriot cause.
She served as a messenger and a spy for
the American troops in the area and served
directed under Daniel Morgan.(5)
It was l781. The British, under command of
General Cornwallis was out to crush a group
of Patriots commanded by a General
Morgan. General Morgan, realizing how outmanned he was, appealed to Catherine
Moore Barry for help. She knew every inch
of the land she lived in. She knew all the
short cuts, the trail, where Patriots lived, and
how to contact them. Single-handedly,
Catherine rounded up the necessary local
Patriots to join General Morgan's troops.
With Catherine's help. General Morgan laid
a trap for General Corwallis and his men.
The plan worked. General Cornwallis was
defeated, retreating into the hands of
General Washington at Yorktown, Virginia.
With his surrender there, the colonies won
their independence from Britain.”(6)
“During the Battle of Cowpens, some stories even place her on the field assisting her
husband, who was fighting under General
Andrew Pickens. Regardless of her exact
role, after the battle, she was given the title
Page 12 VAN DIN

of “Heroine of the Battle of Cowpens,” local
notoriety, and medals for her work as a messenger and spy.” Again, a woman's hand had
assisted the Patriots in their war effort. She
died in September 1823 and was buried next
to her husband in his family cemetery near
Moore, South Carolina.”(5)
Last but not least: Nancy Hart of Georgia
The Georgia Colony was the last of the 13
colonies to be established, and on different
grounds than the rest. While most of the
colonies were a chance to escape from religious persecution and to establish trade, the
Georgia Colony founded by James
Oglethorpe, was intended as a haven for the
poor who where in debt to England and trying to start over, as well as a buffer between
the northern British colonies and Southern
Florida, which was occupied by the Spanish,
Britain’s strongest rival for the North
American territory.
Though Georgians opposed British trade
regulations, many hesitated to join the revolutionary movement that emerged in the
American colonies in the early 1770s and
resulted in the Revolutionary War. News of
the battles of Lexington and Concord in
Massachusetts caused many Georgians who
were wavering in their allegiance to join the
radical movement. A group called the Sons
of Liberty broke into the powder magazine in
Savannah on May 11, 1775, and divided the
powder with South Carolina revolutionaries.
Those who resisted royal government were
usually called “Whigs,” and those who
remained loyal to the king were known as
“Tories.” Whigs were also referred to as
“patriots,” though the British thought of them
as “rebels.” Tories were also called “loyalists.”
Georgia frontierswoman Nancy Morgan
Hart was a legendary hero of the American
Revolution who made it her mission to rid
the Georgia territory of British Loyalists
(Tories). .
Born Ann Morgan in either Pennsylvania or
North Carolina around 1735 (little is known
of her actual birth date); Hart was called
“Nancy,” a nickname for Ann. She was said
to be an imposing, red-headed woman who
grew to be six feet tall and muscular. Hailed
for her fearlessness, local Cherokees
referred to her as “Wahatche” or “war
woman.” Possibly a relative of frontiersman
Daniel Boone, she was illiterate but knew
much about frontier survival. She was a
skilled herbalist, hunter and an excellent
shot, despite being cross-eyed. She married
Benjamin Hart at the late age of 36, and in
the 1771 the couple settled along the Broad
River in Wilkes County, Georgia. She had six

sons and two daughters.
During the Revolution while her husband
was away, Hart managed their farm, though
she often snuck off to spy on the British.
Dressed as a man, she would enter British
camps pretending to be feeble-minded to
gain information, which she handed off to the
Patriots. Hart also engaged in the war and
may have been present at the Battle of
Kettle Creek on February 14, 1779.
The British frequently stopped at the Hart
house, keeping an eye on the patriotic
woman. In one instance, Hart’s daughter
noticed a Tory spying through a hole in the
wall. Hart was making soap and threw a boiling ladle-full through the crack, scalding the
spy. She and her daughter then tied him up
and turned him over to the Patriots.
Hart’s most famous act involved five or six
British soldiers, who killed her last turkey and
demanded that she cook it for them. She
devised a plan to get the soldiers drunk on
her corn liquor, take their guns and hold
them captive. Hart sent her daughter Sukey
to get some water and to use a hidden
conch shell to alert neighbors of the British
presence. While the soldiers ate and drank,
Hart began sneaking their guns out through
a hole in the wall. Caught holding the third
gun, she drew it and threatened to shoot.
When a soldier rushed at her, she killed him
and wounded another; the rest surrendered.
When her husband returned, Hart was
holding the British soldiers at gunpoint. They,
along with neighbors, hung the soldiers from
a nearby tree. In 1912, six bodies were
found buried near the Hart home, believed to
have been those of the British soldiers, giving credence to the Hart legend.
In the late 1790s, the Harts moved to
Brunswick, Georgia, where Benjamin died
around 1800. Hart then returned to Broad
River, but found her cabin had been washed
away. She settled in Henderson County,
Kentucky in 1803, near her son, until her
death at roughly age ninety-three. In the
1930s. the Daughters of the American
Revolution erected a replica of the cabin,
using some of the original stones. A Georgia
county, city, lake, and highway are all named
for the state’s most famous female
Revolutionary War hero.(9)
I produced an Internet pod-cast with a very
knowledgeable women that was my co-host
and is very knowledgeable about history,
especially the American Revolution. One of
her ancestors came to America via one of
the ships that founded the Plymouth rock
British colony.
continued on page 19
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BEN
SCHREINER
CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION CO. LLC

avidson

Funeral Home
785-233-4088
1035 N. Kansas Ave. | Topeka, KS 66608
www.DavidsonFuneral.com

Serving Topeka Since 1961
New Construction & Repair
New Foundations • Foundation Repair
Driveways • Parking Lot Paving

2520 SE 2nd St.

Topeka, KS

Call 785-232-0445

benjschreiner@gmail.com

Due to COVID-19,
Pool is Closed

1518 S.W. Wanamaker Road
Topeka, KS 66604
Phone: (785) 273-5365
LOCAL
UNION

19 Strong Avenue
Downtown Northampton, MA

413-586-3347

1620 NW Gage • Topeka, KS
(785) 232-1761

, LLC
Elevators / Stair Lifts / Wheelchair Lifts
220 N. Wood Ave. • Wichita, Kansas 67212

“Lighting the way in Kansas for 100 years”

316-721-2225

www.ibew226.com

www.homeelevatorks.com

Peace. Trust. Respect

734-663-3375
403 South Fourth Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI

785-233-5769

www.ymcorp.com

CAR CARE

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE

785-234-0415
1612 NW Topeka Blvd. • Topeka, KS

413-587-0001

Providing Quality Funeral, Cemetery & Cremation
Services with care, compassion & dignity.

1000 S. Kansas Ave. • Topeka, KS

ROSE

180 N. King Street
Northampton, MA

Muehlig Funeral Chapel

LANDMARK
PLAZA
APARTMENTS
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H

226

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS

M UFFLER

413-584-3333

Grilled Steaks • Seafood
Cajun Food
Serving Dinner Six
Nights A Week
Major Credit Cards Accepted

Nice Clean Rooms
Special VA Discount
Continental Breakfast
Free WiFi

IBEW

Banquet Facilities
Weddings – Reunions Meetings
324 King St. • Northampton, MA

Ryan Goss, General Manager
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KERR BROTHERS
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463 E. Main Street 3421 Harrodsburg Rd
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Dr. Tim Warner – Battle of the Bulge
By Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Born to Be Soldiers: Those Plucky Women of World War II and other World War II books.

After landing at Liverpool, England in
September 1944, 100 days following the
D-Day invasion at Normandy on June 6,
1944, Warner’s unit bivouacked in tents in
an apple orchard until cool weather forced
them to the Ardennes Forest for rest and
recuperation.
One night in December, they were driving through a section where the Battle of
the Bulge was in a blackout. Warner could
only see lights from the vehicle ahead of
them. He was nervous, especially when
shrapnel from enemy fire went through
the jeep. The jeep’s red flag painted on its
side meant a chaplain was on board,
which should have afforded them some
protection from the enemy. Thompson
taught him not to fear.
As an assistant for Chaplain Homer
Thompson, Warner drove the two of them
in a jeep to Army units throughout
Belgium, Holland, Germany, and France.

eat four dinners!” he said.

missionary in Sierra Leone.

One highlight
for Warner was
when he
befriended a
family in a
Belgian village.
“There were
three children
and a father
who had been
a prisoner of
war in Germany
but escaped. He used the French word for
‘misery’ over and over.” The family earned
money by making ice cream and selling it
to people.

“I’ve never had negative feelings about
serving in the war,” he said. “I was glad to
be able to serve with the chaplain and
gained a lot of valuable experiences.”

Fifty years after the war, Warner, who
had kept in touch via letters, returned to
visit the family. “It was a little awkward
because they didn't speak English, but we
had a nice visit,” he said.

Wherever they stopped at an aide station, Warner was assigned to write letters
to families of fatally wounded troops.
Warner could provide no details of their
wounds to the families but tried to personalize them with accounts of bravery whenever possible. He lost count of the number
of letters of condolence he wrote during
the war. No funerals could be held during
combat.

The war ended in Europe in May 1945.
When Japan surrendered in September,
Warner returned to the States to pursue
his dream of being a minister.

Behind their jeep the chaplains pulled a
trailer loaded with a small pump organ.
Warner had learned to play the pump
organ in church at home and he became
the official organist.

After attending a Bible seminary in New
York City, he served with his family as a

He attended Taylor University in Upland,
Indiana, in 1946. He later earned a
Master’s degree in education from New
York University and a doctorate in education from Indiana University.
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3425 W. State Street • Grand Island, NE
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CUSTOM HOME ELEVATORS
OF ST. LOUIS, INC.
8582 ST. CHARLES ROCK ROAD • PO BOX 142725
ST. LOUIS, MO 63114-2725
SERVING MISSOURI & ILLINOIS SINCE 1978

When conditions allowed, i.e. they were
far enough from the front that the enemy
could not hear the musical instrument, he
played for church services led by
Thompson.

(314) 423-1620

(800) 783-1620

FAX (314) 423-7673

jans@customhomeelevstl.com
RESIDENTIAL & ACCESSIBILITY ELEVATORS
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There was a hitch. The only song
Warner knew was Mendelssohn’s ‘Here
Comes the Bride’.”

Residential & Commercial Service & Repair
Installation of All Types of Plumbing
Senior & Military Discount
904 N. Broadwell Ave. • Grand Island, NE

308-382-3760

www.hermanplumbing.net
office@Herman-Plumbing.com

402-291-0804
ChoiceHotels.com

There were some compensations for
being a chaplain’s assistant. On
Thanksgiving Day, Warner and Thompson
were asked to conduct services in four
locations. That suited Warner as each
location offered them a meal. “We got to
Page 14 VAN DIN

10 miles from downtown Omaha
Easy access to all of the attractions in NE’s largest city

Free WiFi • Outdoor Pool
Picnic Area • Laundry • Morning Coffee

1110 Fort Crook Rd S

Bellevue, NE

Mon. - Fri. : 8am - 9pm • Sat -Sun: Closed

707 W. State St. • Grand Island, NE 68801

308-382-0869

www.naturalfoodproducts.net
For all your special dietary
and food supplement needs.
Mail orders welcome!

DIN VAN A 2022_Layout 1 4/26/2022 12:26 PM Page 15

Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams – Medal of Honor Recipient /
Iwo Jima in World War II
By Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Born to Be Soldiers: Those Plucky Women of World War II and other World War II books.

(Following the landing of 278 members
of the 1st Battalion, 21st Marine
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division on the
beaches of Iwo Jima on February 20,
1944, Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams was fitted
with a flamethrower to use on attacking
Japanese troops.)
By March 6, 1944, only 17 men of his
division remained alive.
After dropping into a trench, Williams
froze when an enemy soldier fired at him.
Bullets ricocheted off of the flamethrower
like bullets in an Old West film.
Williams aimed the flamethrower at the
shooter, eliminating the threat. Now that
his presence in the enemy’s lair was
known, he knew his life was in true danger. Turning, he saw five Japanese soldiers with fixed bayonets charging at him.

That was just the beginning. By the
end of four hours, Williams had used six
flamethrowers to take out seven pillboxes, thus enabling the Marines to advance.
Somehow
Williams survived the battle. On October
3, 1945, for his
valiant devotion to duty and
service above
self, Woody
Williams was
awarded the
Medal of Honor
(MOH).
The Medal of Honor is the highest
award for bravery that can be given to
any individual in the United States.
The deed must be proved by at least
two eyewitnesses and must distinguish
the recipient's gallantry beyond the call of
duty while involving the risk of life.

SLUGGERS

Proudly honoring those who served.
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Still another soldier’s death left an
impact on Williams. Leonard Brown, a
childhood friend who had walked to
school with Williams, had loved planes.
He had enlisted in the Army Air Corps.
Sadly his flight crew’s plane crashed in
the Philippines and was thought to have
never been found.
continued on next page

Women’s Health and Aesthetics

2000

(308) 381-0440

Marine Commandant Alexander
Vandegrift -- also a World War II MOH
recipient -- shared an admonishment with
Williams that the 22-year-old never forgot.
“He said that medal didn't belong to me. It
belonged to the Marines who didn't come
home. He advised me to never do anything to tarnish that memory. I’ve done
everything I could to follow through,” he
said.
Sadly, two of Williams’ protectors had
been killed while protecting him -Corporal Warren H. Bornholz and Private
First Class Charles G. Fischer.

More scared than he had been in his
life, Williams relied on training from boot
camp. He kept the flamethrower at the
group until they collapsed.

EST.

President Harry S. Truman presented
the prestigious medal to Williams on the
White House lawn.
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Drop Ins Welcome

www.bramanmortuary.com
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continued from previous page

For years, Williams grieved the loss of
his friend. He knew Leonard’s loved ones
missed him even more.

“Most of Leonard’s family is gone but
think what it could have meant to them if
this had been done in 1946.”

In 2013 with the help of family and
friends, the Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams
Medal of Honor Foundation (http://hwwmohf.org) established the first Gold Star
Families Memorial Monument.

His goal is to construct one monument
in each state.

“It is a way to honor the sacrifices made
by families who gave their sons or daughters lost in the armed forces of the United
States for our freedom,” said Williams.

“I’m not a hero,” said Williams. “I was
just doing a job. The hero is the guy who
gave his life. He can't do any more than
that.” Williams is the last living World War
II Medal of Honor recipient.
This story is taken from Kayleen

Reusser’s book, We Defended Freedom:
Adventures of World War II Veterans,
available on Amazon.
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beautiful environment.
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Fritz Bultemeyer in Vietnam, Part 6
By Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Born to Be Soldiers: Those Plucky Women of World War II and other World War II books.

Fritz Bultemeyer of Decatur, Indiana,
joined the Army Signal Corps in 1966.
He arrived in Vietnam in 1967. The
following is a continuing chapter in
his memoirs of his time in service.

Rumors of a big offensive were coming
in. The intelligence community had decided to beef up its communication capability
by switching their administrative net to the
single-side band system (SSB).

In October 1967, I made Sergeant
(E-5). In 16 months, I had gone from
Private to sergeant. In time of war,
promotions come rather fast.

This would leave secure systems
for critical intelligence situation reports.

I tried to make it to chapel as often as I
could. It was not
as often as I
wanted as we
did not have a
chaplain
assigned to
JTAD. I had to
go to Ton Son
Nhut Air Base
when someone
would take me. I
always wished I
could have gone
more often as not going left
a hole in my Christian life. But God knew
that in my heart I tried my very best to go.
The base senior chaplain was Colonel
(Chaplain) Gerhardt W. Wyatt. He later
became the first Missouri Synod Lutheran
minister to be the Chief of Army
Chaplains.
He retired as a Major General. Born
in Saskatchewan, Canada, he also had
the distinction of being the first nonAmerican to become Chief of Chaplains.
While I did not get to know him well, I
do recall he had very interesting sermons
and was personable.
Shortly after Vice-President Hubert
Humphrey left the country, I was told
to travel to Ton Son Nhut Air Base to pick
up new SSB equipment.

The SSB was a powerful FM system.
Its components took up comparatively
little space. With a power booster, the
right type of antennae and direction
placement, we could occasionally pick
up transmissions from Northern China.

off the ears of the dead Viet Cong. This
was a common practice for soldiers or
mercenaries of that region.
I was offended and went looking for
military police who followed me back
to the TV crew. The atrocity was stopped,
but I knew little could be done
to the TV crew, except to have them
removed from the country.
Nevertheless, I felt good about the
action I took.
Bultemeyer's saga in Vietnam continues
in the next issue.

We also received radio station signals
from Oakland, California, thus keeping
us up on the latest American songs.
I was put in charge of our SSB radio
team. We went to key collection places
to put the admin net equipment into place
and train personnel at those sites on how
to operate it.
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Later, this section would be a critical
factor in the 1968 TET Offensive and the
saving of Ton Son Nhut Air base with
timely intelligence.
While at Ton Son Nhut Air Base, I saw a
Central Broadcasting System - known in
the States as CBS (we American troops
called it the CommunistBroadcasting
System) TV crew. They were video-taping
some South Vietnamese Rangers with
Vietcong bodies.
I assumed they were taping a "body
count" event. Body counts were a big deal
as they were a method of proving
to the American people and the
Department of Defense that we were
succeeding in winning the war.

540-665-0575 servprowinchester.com

14311 Brandermill Woods Trail
Midlothian, VA

804-744-0141

Ser viing Salem & Roanok
o ke V
Veeterans for
o Over
e 30 Years!
A S S I S T E D L IVI N G • R E HAB
NUR SING • MEMORY C A R E

Sch
hedule a tour today:

540-345-5111
ourladyof thevalley.com
650 N Jefferson St • Roanoke, VA

I overheard the TV crew say they would
pay each Vietnamese soldier $30 to cut
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Sioux City, IA
astepinthymeflorals.com
Together, we found and recorded many
“forgottne women of the revolution”. The
podcast was called ‘The Women of the
Revolution” and is still available for down
loading. Our show was broad casted for one
hour every week. There were so many “forgotten” woman that it lasted for two years.
These women of the Revolution were vital to
ensuring that the Patriots won the war. We
must never forget them or that they also,
pledged to each other, their lives their fortunes and their sacred honor.

reference
(1) https://historyofmassachusetts.org/massachusetts-american-revolution/
(2) https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/prudence-wright
(3) https://historyofmassachusetts.org/prudence-cummings-wright-leonard-whitingsguard/
(4) https://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-declaration-of-independence/the-five-riders/
(5) https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biogra-

1015 W SUMMIT ST.
WINTERSET, IA

515.462.1711

phies/margaret-catherine-moore-barry
(6)https://carmelmacchiato.weebly.com/cathe
rine-moore-barry.html
(7)https://www.primidi.com/history_of_south_
carolina/revolutionary_war
(8) https://www.revolutionary-war.net/georgia-colony/
(9) https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/nancy-morganhart
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Kayleen Reusser, Speaker and Author Featuring
WWII Veterans
By Cathy Shouse - a non-fiction journalist and author, and romance novelist

Sometimes a
story about a
writer is nearly
as interesting as
what she writes
about, and that is
the case with
Kayleen
Reusser. She’s
had a long writing career and
since about
2014, has devoted her high-energy lifestyle
and extensive skills toward covering World
War II veterans.
“I taught myself how to write in the 1990s
and feel it is what I was born to do,” Reusser
said. “I’ve had stories in five ‘Chicken Soup
for the Soul’ books. I first interviewed a World
War II veteran in 2012 for a newspaper in my
area. It was such an intriguing interview that I
decided to look for other World War II veterans to interview and preserve their stories for
our national military heritage.
“My first book was published in 2014 as a
result of people
expressing interest in the stories,”
she continued. “I
never planned to
do another book. I
just released number ten: Born To
Be Soldiers:
Those Plucky
Women of World
War II. I've interviewed 260 WWII
vets and 20 were
women. Thirteen
women are in the
new book,”
Her latest book released in March, just in
time for Women’s History month. Reusser has
developed an extensive speaking platform,
giving presentations online and in person to
numerous groups, for libraries and civic
organizations. She is known in Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Illinois, and
Indiana. Previously, she had released a
“Women of WW II” coloring book. Fans find
details of her activities and books on her
website: Www.KayleenReusser.com
Around the time of the book on women
released, Reusser arranged to do a live interview online with 100-year-old Eileen Stuckey
Zeissig. She recorded the session for viewing
later. Zeissig shared her experiences as an

Army Nurse in France and Germany in World
War II.
In years past, Reusser has also created her
own events to celebrate her book launches.
Coordinating with a nearby large city’s library,
she invited more than a dozen of the veterans
who were featured in her book to appear at
the book launch. They sat at tables and visitors could buy books and take them around to
have the veterans sign them beside the stories about them.
In 2017 Reusser and her husband John
spent a “vacation” on a ten-day trip to World
War II sites in France, Germany, Belgium, and
Luxembourg. She took meticulous notes of all
that they saw, recorded the important places
in photographs, including the couple standing
in a foxhole. She then shaped a presentation
around all she had learned.
When the opportunity is available, she and
John escort veterans on Honor Flights to
Washington D.C. In 2016, Reusser took a 95year-old female
Navy veteran,
Lucille Clarke, on
a trip and photographed the two
of them in front of
the statue commemorating the
Vietnam War.
Reusser
befriends the veterans and sometimes their family
members, at
times, staying in touch with them. She has
attended some funerals at the passing of
veterans she has interviewed.
Married for 41 years, her husband John
served 21 years with the Air Force, finishing
with the 122nd Fighter Wing in Fort Wayne,
Indiana.
“Our son, Christopher, is an officer in the Air
Force and was an active member of Civil Air
Patrol when in high school,” Reusser said.
“We have two daughters, Mandy and Lindsay,
who are great supporters and help me with
larger events when they can.”
There are challenges to the interviews, as
those who served get older and may have
memory lapses. Reusser has studied up on
as many details about serving as she can, to
make the stories as accurate as possible. Her
books may have copies of personal letters the
service members wrote, memorabilia and
medals earned.

The women are special cases, when you consider they were not drafted but volunteered.
Reusser asked them not only what it was like
to do their jobs in the war, but how they were
treated, in a time when many women were
not working jobs outside the home, let alone
serving their country overseas in the military.
“Other than the Army Nurse Corps and
Navy Nurse Corps, both of which were
formed before World War II, the other branches were formed in 1942 and 1943,” Reusser
said. “So it was a new practice to have
women in the military. Rosemary Russell
Schmidt, who served, told me she was
pleased to discover
generally, that she and the other women were
treated with respect. She added that didn't
apply, however, to the Marine sentinel at the
front gate of Brooklyn Navy Yard where she
worked. Though required to salute the women
when they passed through, he did so with
obvious reluctance. . . . other members of the
Women’s Army Corps ( WAC) encountered
antagonism from the residents of Seattle for
being in the military, wearing pants. Some
mothers of the women didn't support their
daughters’ decisions to enlist, while others
encouraged it.”
Why has Reusser taken up this mission of
sharing the sacrifices of veterans?
“Americans of all ages need to be reminded
that we live in a great country full of sacrificial
people like the women in this book. They are
role models to me of courage, standing up for
your beliefs and serving sacrificially for this
country,” she said.
“I have to think that by being the first to volunteer to serve in the military in World War II,
the women in my book forged the way as
examples of true patriots for future generations,” Reusser said.
Since taking on this role to record their
service, the numbers of World War II veterans
to interview has continued to diminish. The
patriots she seeks to honor are aging, and
passing away in growing numbers. In the past
few years, Reusser has had an eye on what
she will do when her task of meeting with and
supporting World War II veterans has ended.
She will inevitably need to put her considerable efforts into her next chapter. For that reason, she has begun saving some information
for what she will do next. She expects for the
next phase of her work to focus on Vietnam
veterans in her area—her plans for a next
book have already begun.
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