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Little Lou: Escape from Vietnam -- Part 2
by Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Battle of the Bulge: Stories From Those Who Fought and Survived and several other books on World War II

Note: In the first installment, Randy Harnish
told how he and other members of the men
of the 3rd Battalion of the 16th Artillery
Regiment had found a young abandoned
male orphan in Vietnam with special needs
and unofficially adopted him into their unit.
After Harnish arrived back at his home in
Indiana in 1970, he went decades with no
idea what had become of the child with
stunted growth the unit had nicknamed
‘Little Lou.’ In this part of the story he relays
Lou’s adventures on his way to America.
**
October 2010
Forty years had passed since my time in
Vietnam. My unit had continued to serve
there for several years after I left. I often
thought about Little Lou. He was a
Montagnard, a member of the indigenous
peoples of the Central Highlands of
Vietnam. As he was born with stunted
growth, he was considered an outcast
among his people and abandoned after his
parents were killed by bombings in the
nearby mountains.
Somehow, he had made his way to our
unit and instantly made himself part of the
unit, performing errands and greeting each
new soldier as he arrived, including me.

him, remained an unofficial member of the
Boys of Battery B. Had he been one of the
orphans to be airlifted out of the country
before the fall of Saigon? I assumed I
would never know.
Then one day I received a wonderful message from the XO (executive officer) of my
old unit. He called to inform me of an
upcoming reunion with the members of the
‘Rolling Thunder Battalion’, as we had
called ourselves.
I jokingly asked if Little Lou’s name was
on the roster, not daring to hope of an affirmative response. When Lightner replied
that Lou had indeed been located and
planned to attend, I was over
After obtaining his phone number, I called
Lou. He lived near Seattle and sounded
happy to hear from me. He told me his
story

He had
remained
with my old
unit for a few
years after I
had left. His
ultimate goal
was to get to
the United
States to
become an
American citizen. It
appeared his dream might come true as in
1975 hundreds of orphans were being
organized to be put on flights to the United
States.
It was a race against time as Saigon was
thought to fall to the North Vietnamese any
day and those left behind would have their
lives in danger, even children.
continued on page 5
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Charlotte Koch Eisenhart - Women’s Army
Corps (WAC)
by Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Battle of the Bulge: Stories From Those Who Fought and Survived and several other books on World War II

During Japanese forces bombed Pearl
Harbor, Charlotte Koch Eisenhart of Urbana,
Indiana, wanted to help her country in time of
war. She didn't realize she would have to fight
her own countrymen as well.
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Her parents were happy for her decision.
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Oglethorpe in Georgia, Eisenhart learned from
letters she received from friends and family
back home that the FBI was asking questions
about her. She had no idea the reason.

There was no time to think about it as after
basic training, Eisenhart and other female
recruits were sent to a college in Conway,
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new assignments.
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licensed and support medical personnel, whose
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healthcare industry. Guest articles are welcomed. were sent by train to Seattle. The Army had
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troops left for war in the Pacific.
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Eisenhart was assigned a receptionist position
in an office
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be above the collar," she said. “On non-working days we could wear a seersucker dress
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but never pants.”
101 North Ave. • Grand Junction, CO
The women were billeted at local hotels with
970-628-3993
two Army cots -- no beds – per room. “The

WAAC program was so new that we helped
set up our bunks,” said Eisenhart.
The standard pay for a WAAC was $21 per
month. “I didn't need much money because
we were given food and clothes,” she said. “I
sent extra money home.”
Shortly upon arriving in Seattle, Eisenhart
discovered why the FBI had asked questions
about her. “I was given a job which required
me to handle classified documents,” she said.
At one point Eisenhart saw the words
‘Manhattan Project’ stamped on papers that
came across her desk. “I knew it was important but I didn't know what the term referred to
until much later,” she said.
Handling classified documents was not the
only challenge to Eisenhart’s job. She and the
other women felt they were viewed suspiciously by male soldiers and even civilians. “They
didn't think women should wear a military uniform,” she said. “We had to learn to live with
that.”
On August 31, 1943, the WAAC service disbanded. The WAAC’s were dismissed, but
those who wanted to re-enlist could do so the
following day in the new Women’s Army Corps
(WAC). Eisenhart was one of more than
45,000 WAACs who re-enlisted.
Another change happened in Charlotte’s life.
She fell in love with Army soldier Russell
Eisenhart, a native of Pennsylvania. Russell
drove the bus that took the WACs home each
day. As neither Russell nor Charlotte was an
officer, they could fraternize (date).
Sergeant Koch was discharged in January
1946. She and Russell Eisenhart, who was
discharged the following month, were married
in April 1946. The couple lived in Fort Wayne
where Russell worked as a truck mechanic.
They were parents to one son.
Upon arriving home from her time in the
Army, Charlotte discovered something that
made her sad. “My family in Fort Wayne had
suffered worse than I did in the Army,” she
said. “They had been forced to live on limited
supplies of sugar, coffee, and other items during the war. We WACs had all we wanted.”
Other than the sometimes negative attitudes
she encountered about being a female in the
Army, Eisenhart enjoyed military life. “It was a
challenge and I enjoyed meeting people from
around the country,” she said. “The war united
us as a nation. The entire country fought with
sacrifices. We all worked to make sure we’d
win.”
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Little Lou in Vietnam -- Part 2 - continued from front page
50 adults, including Air Force personnel,
Processing the orphans proved to be a
died.
laborious task. Due to the lack of interpreters, Lou volunteered to assist in proThere was little time to mourn the loss of
cessing those who would be making the
those as the enemy drew closer to Saigon.
freedom flights. He and others assumed
that he would be guaranteed a seat on one The following day, Lou caught a flight out of
the city to Clark. Very soon the city would
of the flights. Finally, Lou’s dream of travelfall and the war in Vietnam would come to
ing to the “real world” looked good.
an end.
On April 4, 1975, Lou stood in line with a
But not before Lou was safely on his way
couple hundred other orphans to board a
huge C5-A cargo transport plane for the first to America!
‘Operation Babylift.’ They would fly to Clark
Lou was adopted by a dairy family in
Air Force Base in the Philippines where the
Washington, 100 miles north of
Ferndale,
passengers would then board a different
was one of 12 children in the
He
Seattle.
airliner for the states.
family who had been born in other countries. Lou’s name was changed to Robert
But when it came time for Lou to board,
Lou Arestad, though he continued to be
there was a problem -- he lacked two
known as ‘Little Lou.’
required shots to enter the U.S. A friend
rushed Lou to a hospital where his shot
After graduating from Ferndale High
record was hurriedly updated. However,
School, Lou graduated from college and
they returned to the airstrip only to see the
spent 10 years in the banking business. In
plane taxiing across the tarmac. Little Lou
the 1990s he started a number of businesshad missed the flight.
es, including an accounting firm, commercial construction, and home mortgage.
Sadly, the story took a tragic twist as the
giant aircraft rose a few thousand feet
Lou’s American family took him to church
before crashing on the runway. Of the more
and Lou developed a deep appreciation for
than 300 people on board, 78 children and
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Control Wiring - Maintenance
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3905 SW 43 Street, Gainesville, FL 32608
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his good fortune in becoming an American
and having a good family. To show his
appreciation he founded ‘Blue Skies’ which
catered to homeless children between the
ages of 6 and 15. “I felt God has blessed
me along the way and kept me alive for a
purpose,” he wrote to a friend. “I consider
this my ‘pay-it-forward’ program.”
He hosted an annual ‘Lou Arestad Charity
Golf Tournament’, which added thousands
of dollars to his charity fund.
Most of all, Lou always credited his ability
to be a successful business owner and
charity host to his extended family, the men
of the 3rd Battalion of the 16th Artillery
Regiment. “I was an orphan and you took
me in,” he said, paraphrasing from the
Bible. “I was hungry and you fed me. I was
cold and you provided a warm blanket. I
now help other children along the way in
building their self-esteem and creating motivation for they are our most precious
resource. They are the future captains of
industry and leaders of the free world.”
Part 3 concludes Little Lou’s story as
Randy Harnish meets up with his small
friend after a 44-year separation.
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When Men Went to War and Women Kept the Fires Burning
By Susan Frances Bonner RN BSN, author of Opening A Registered Nurses Eyes; A life Altering Journey Across North America
The phenomenon where men have had to
fight in wars and women had to stay home
has been the norm for millennium, going
back to the Greek and Roman Empires
where women were basically kept “in the
kitchen, barefoot and pregnant”. But, there
are many instances when women helped
on the home front and not just the home.
“When the Talautians, an Illyrian tribe,
attacked Macedonia, king Argaius I ordered
the maidens of the city to dress up as
Mainads (women followers of god
Dionysus) and to appear descending from a
nearby mountain. In his book Strategems,
Polyainus says that when the Illyrians saw
the maidens (whose faces were obscured
by the wreaths of ivy they wore on their
heads) shaking their staffs like spears, they
thought they were a host of men and ran,
leaving their arms and provisions.”(1)
Then there was this: “In 431 BCE, the
Thebans, invited by the anti-democratic
party of Plataea, invaded the city at night.
In the beginning, the element of surprise
seemed to favor the attackers, but soon the
Plataeans regrouped and counterattacked.
Historian Thucidides mentions that the
women took an important part in the battle:
they climbed on the rooftops and with
mighty war cries they hurled roof tiles at the
enemy. The result was a complete defeat
for the Thebans, most of whom were
killed.”(1)
The Roman empire were more restrictive
when it came to womens’ roles in their society. But regardless of the restrictions,
women like, Livia, Boudicca and Saint
Helena used their positions and intelligence
to influence the men in charge of wars during Romes’ reign. “Livia was wife and partner to one emperor, Augustus, and mother
to another, Tiberius; Boudicca led a British
revolt against Roman rule; and Helena was
mother and advisor to the first Christian
emperor, Constantine. But there are other
unsung women heroes who are equally fascinating.”(2)
Fast forward to the American
Revolutionary war and General George
Washington who was left with quite a dilemma. What to do with the wives and family
members of soldiers who had lost their
homes during the war and followed their
husbands and fathers fighting in the war.
General Washington had become so overPage 6 VAN DIN

whelmed with the amount of civilians he
had to care for as well as the realization for
the need of women nurses, that he had no
choice but to petition the Continental
Congress for answers to this growing problem. One of the main factors that shifted the
care of soldiers from male nurses to female
nurses was the fact that every male that
cared for a wounded patient was a male
that did not fight against the enemy. Now
they did.
Since then, Americans viewed women as
an asset during wartime. The Civil War saw
women raising money to help pay for the
war. “Thousands of women in the North and
South joined volunteer brigades and signed
up to work as nurses. Did you know? More
than 400 women disguised themselves as
men and fought in the Union and
Confederate armies during the Civil
War.”(3) Thus women put themselves in the
position to become soldiers and part of the
supply chain, providing uniforms, blankets,
sandbags and other supplies for entire regiments.
During WWl and WWll womens’ roles
expanded as these wars became world
wide. “America’s entry into World War II
brought with it a boom in the defense industry. The nation needed to produce the
planes, tanks, trucks, guns, and ammunition it needed to fight the Axis powers.”(4)
Because of this new demand on manufacturing in the US, companies changed their
focus from domestic manufacturing to the
needs of the war effort. Not only did their
focus have to change but the composition
of their workforce had to change as well.
“Many workers were needed in the
defense industry to reach the required output levels. Large numbers of people moved
across the country to take up war work.
Millions of women were involved in the
wartime work force, many of them in the
defense industry. There were a variety of
female war workers who gained employment in manufacturing during the war. A
large number of women shifted from their
pre-war employment positions, moving from
secretarial or service related jobs to the
production line. Other women entered the
workforce for the first time.
Women’s motives for taking on such work
were varied. Some joined defense plants to
patriotically support the country in wartime.

Others joined because they had husbands, brothers, or other family members in
the military and wished to help support the
troops through their employment. Many
took jobs in manufacturing because they
needed the money”(4)
Other roles opened up for women as more
men left to fight. As with George
Washington during the Revolutionary War
more people were needed to fill supplemental roles. “In May 1941,
Congresswoman Edith Nourse Rogers of
Massachusetts introduced a bill to create a
women’s auxiliary army. However, it took
Congress a full year to approve the measure. The bill gave women the option to volunteer for women’s units attached to the
military, but women were not drafted. The
goal of including women in the military was
to fill non-combat roles, which would free
up men for combat. Women worked in a
wide variety of jobs including cook, secretary, and mechanic.”(6)
The Army formed the Women’s Army
Corps (WAC), The Navy formed the
Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency
Service (WAVES) in July 1942. The Marine
Corps Women’s Reserves was also formed
in July 1942 and the Coast Guard created
the SPARs in February 1943. As the war
raged on more concerns and problems rose
up for the United States and its allies.
“Food supplies became a major concern
for the United States at home and abroad
during World War II. Under the Lend-Lease
Program, the United States helped supply
food to its allies in Europe and the Pacific.
Eleanor Roosevelt toured Britain and saw
the work that women were carrying out on
farms in the Women’s Land Army to help
with the food situation. When she returned
to the United States, Roosevelt, as assistant director of the Office of Civilian
Defense, began advocating for the use of
women in agriculture.”(5) Hence the The
Women’s Land Army of America was established even though women had been helping out in their own way by planting “Victory
Gardens” for their families. Rationing of
food, clothes and other needed products
were also in place, which impacted families
across the nation and of course the women
of the house had to manage that situation
as well.
continued on next page
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continued from previous page

The time that women worked on the farms
varied. They could spend one to two weeks
during their vacation period, help during the
summer or harvest periods, or spend the
entire year working for the WLA. The majority of women were employed seasonally on
farms. It is estimated that 2.5 million
women participated in the program and
helped to feed the nation and her Allies.”(5)
Women also volunteered with many
organizations that had been created for the
purpose of helping the war effort and taking, (as mush as they could), some financial burdens away from the government.
“During the war, women joined volunteer
organizations to support the needs of the
home front and the troops. Groups that volunteered their efforts in the war included:
The United Services Organization (USO),
the American Red Cross, the American

Women’s Voluntary Service (AWVS), and
the United States Citizens Defense Corps.
The AWVS, founded on the British model of
the Women’s Voluntary Service, was
formed in January 1940. Its volunteers,
which numbered approximately 325,000
women, engaged in a range of activities
including: working in canteens, selling war
bonds, taking photographs, and driving
ambulances. The AWVS was an interracial
organization which included African
American women and other minority
groups.”(7)
Women’s roles have proven to be vital
during war, no matter what century or what
country they and their families happen to
live in at the time. War is messy and ugly,
but women have always rose to the occasion by, “keeping the home fires burning”
and continue to do so today.

1)https://aristotleguide.wordpress.com/2018
/03/08/the-female-experience-of-war-inancient-greece/
2)https://time.com/5542893/women-ancientrome/
3)https://www.history.com/topics/americancivil-war/women-in-the-civil-war
4)https://www.womenshistory.org/resources/
general/working-defense-industry
5)https://www.womenshistory.org/resources/
general/farm
6)https://www.womenshistory.org/resources/
general/military
7)https://www.womenshistory.org/resources/
general/home-front
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Bill Current - World War II Sailor in the Pacific
by Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Battle of the Bulge: Stories From Those Who Fought and Survived and several other books on World War II

“I was never on a landing where someone
was not killed," said Bill Current of Muncie,
Indiana.

heads which is a good thing since I could
not swim.” The troops practiced at midnight.
“It was expected we’d do night invasions.”

He served with the Navy on a LCS (landing craft support). It was equipped with 20mm and .50-caliber guns. “When they were
shot, you couldn't think!” he said. “We all
were afraid. But we could still function.”

In August the troops boarded the USS
George Clymer. The ship -- an attack transport -- traveled to Port Leote in North Africa
and French Morocco, carrying troops and
small tanks. The landings were risky. “At
Casablanca we unloaded our cargo at
night," he said.

After graduating from high school in
Montpelier, Indiana, in 1938, he had worked
at a meat packing company prior to enlisting in the Navy in February 1942. His reason for choosing that branch? “My cousin
had been in the Navy and I liked the uniform," he said.
Recruits at
Great Lakes
Naval
Training
Center (then
called Naval
Reserve Air
Base, Great
Lakes near
Chicago) normally completed their
training in 16
weeks. However, due to the urgency of the
war, Current and other recruits were rushed
through in eight weeks. Afterward, he completed courses at the University of IllinoisChampaign for signal training.
At Little Creek, Virginia, Current and other
recruits practiced landing from Higgin boats.
“There were no ramps so we just jumped
into the water," he said. “It was not over our

Current set up a signal station on shore to
communicate with the ship. One night while
on the midnight duty, he heard a zing close
to his ear. “I suspected it was from a bullet
fired by the enemy," he said. “I thought the
war was over for me.” He kept out of sight
and heard nothing further.
At Wellington, New Zealand, the crew
picked up 100 Japanese prisoners of war.
“We transferred them to a LCI at another
island and they were taken to a POW
camp," he said.
In April 1943 Current’s unit headed for the
South Pacific. The battle at Guadalcanal
was ongoing. By standing on the bridge 60
feet above the water for signals, Current
could see allied ships everywhere. Still, the
fleet was weak with most of the thrust of the
war being directed in Europe with hopes of
defeating the Axis powers – Hitler and
Mussolini.
Allied air crews engaged in many dog
fights with Zeros. “The small Japanese
planes were faster than anything the Allies
had at the time and they could outfly us,”
said Current. The enemy dropped mortars;

thankfully the George Clymer was never hit.
When Allied troops landed on the Solomon
Islands, they took over the former
Japanese-occupied airport. It was part of an
island-hopping strategy to draw near to
Japan for a major invasion planned there.
Several brutal battles were fought in the
spring of 1945 in the Pacific. The invasion
of Okinawa brought hundreds of other
ships. “They were as far out in the water as
I could see," said Current. It was a difficult
battle with approximately 75,682 Allied and
85,000 Japanese casualties.
In summer 1945 Allied troops prepared for
the biggest invasion of the war – that of
Japan itself. “We were told to expect 60
percent casualties," said Current.
Thankfully, in September the Japanese surrendered and the war was over. “President
Truman saved our lives when he dropped
the two bombs in Japan," he said. After the
war, Current served during the occupation
period in China.
In November 1945 Current was discharged. At one point he had received a
‘battlefield promotion’ to 2nd class signal
man; when the war was over, he went back
to 1st class. When offered the chance to reenlist, Current refused. “I wanted to go
home," he said.
Current returned to Muncie to work at his
former job as a meat cutter. He and his
wife, Adrienne, had one daughter. A grandson joined the Air Force. “I was glad to be
in the war," he said. “I tried to do the best I
could for our country.”
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Bultmeyer in Vietnam, Part 5
by Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Battle of the Bulge: Stories From Those Who Fought and Survived and several other books on World War II

Fritz Bultemeyer of Decatur, Indiana,
joined the Army Signal Corps in 1966. He
arrived in Vietnam in 1967. The following is
an excerpt of a series of articles of his time
in service:

The Vietnamese typically drove recklessly
and it was amazing there were not more
accidents. We hoped news would spread
about the incident and that other drivers
would learn lessons about driving too fast.

In March
1966, Hubert
Humphrey
traveled to
Saigon on a
fact-finding
mission.
Somehow,
our Joint
Technical
Advisory
Detachment
got the mission of ‘shadowing’ the Vice President’s
entourage. We were ordered to serve as
back-up support force for the Military Police
(MP) who were part of the security detail.

But a week later, another South
Vietnamese truck went off where the bamboo wasn’t so thick or strong. It dropped
500 feet, killing everyone on board.

Our teams ran parallel on side streets to
the VP’s group, prepared to run interference
if needed. We carried .45s and French
automatics that looked like “grease guns” -the type that take grease cartridges and use
.45-caliber ammunition.
At one point the VP’s rear security team
got cut off by a train. We quickly cut across
the tracks before the train arrived and fell in
behind the main body until the rear security
team caught up, 15 minutes later.

Some lessons are hard to learn.
**
Another of my duties was as a classified
documents courier. I made drops at places
like Can Tho, My Tho, Dalat, Bearcat Base,
Ben Cat, Bein Hoa, Nha Trang, Da Nang,
Khe Sanh, and more.
Once, when someone lost a bag of old
shredded codes, new codes were issued
and it was essential they be taken to our
top secret listening site at Vung Tau where
transmitting and receiving equipment was
kept. I was tasked with the job.
Vung Tau, considered by many as the
French Riviera of the Orient for its beauty
and calm breezes, had been built up as a
coast artillery battery with 10-inch
retractable guns in turrets and buildings
with 18-inch walls of reinforced concrete.

**

Upon discovering a South Vietnamese
convoy was scheduled to travel to Vung
Tau, I made arrangements to travel with
them to the new headquarters.

The South Vietnamese radio site was
located on a mountain with a narrow road
leading up to it. Bamboo grew wild on the
sides and there were all kinds of sharp
drop-offs.

When the South Vietnamese Army moved
a unit, they took everything -- soldiers, family members, livestock. Our convoy, which
stretched for more than a mile, often traveled over unsecured routes to Vung Tau.

One day, we were driving up the mountain
when a ¾-ton truck with South Vietnamese
was headed down. The driver of the other
vehicle had his foot firmly on the gas medal.
When he saw us, he panicked and the truck
rolled over the side, disappearing from view.

When we pulled over to let an American
convoy of First Infantry Division (‘The Big
Red One’) pass, the convoy commander
stopped, demanding to know what we were
doing. I told him of our mission. He
watched, somewhat incredulous, as I
showed him our .45s with one clip and a
few thermite grenades we would use to
destroy the classified documents if
attacked.

We stopped our vehicle and ran over to
help if we could. Thankfully, the bamboo
had stopped the truck from falling into the
ravine at the bottom of the mountain. We
called for a wrecker from the heavy equipment unit at our air base.
Page 12 VAN DIN

Then he handed each of us M16s with two
30-round banana clips. I thanked him for

the extra weapons, knowing we would put
them to good use, if needed. He wished us
luck and sped off.
We didn’t see another American for 40
miles, though we did see several Operation
Phoenix relocation sites along the way
where we could have headed if the convoy
had come under attack. I said a lot of
prayers during that trip.
It was dark by the time we reached Vung
Tau. The site commander was going on
R&R (rest and recreation) to Hong Kong. I
was ordered to take over until his replacement arrived.
One day, one of the radio site operators
was called by AN/PRC-25 (the most widely
used radio set in the Vietnam war by US
troops) to our main compound on a mountain in Vung Tau. The Officer in Charge told
the soldier there was a big rat in the equipment storage room which he was to get rid
of, presumably with a club.
Two hours later, the operator called to
report he had disposed of the rodent. When
asked how he had done so, he responded,
“With my .45 and I got it with the last shot.”
The whole team raced to the location, envisioning with horror the damage done to the
equipment worth approximately three million
dollars.
Despite six rounds bouncing around the
room, not one piece had been damaged.
Needless to say, the soldier’s .45 was taken
away and he never got another.
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Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams at Iwo Jima – Part 1
by Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Battle of the Bulge: Stories From Those Who Fought and Survived and several other books on World War II

Smoke curled from a small opening at the
top of the pillbox. Corporal Hershel ‘Woody’
Williams crawled toward the underground
bunker, trying not to cough as black volcanic ash coated his tongue and burned his
eyes. A long ago eruption on the island of
Iwo Jima had created the noxious element
covering the island’s surface.
Upon landing at Iwo Jima, Williams and
the other Marines of the 1st Battalion, 21st
Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division had
discovered Japanese forces living in underground reinforced concrete bunkers. The
hole he spied was a vent, probably for
cooking. Williams judged it the right size for
his flamethrower’s nozzle.
The goal of the Marines’ invasion at Iwo
Jima was to force the Japanese from the
island, primarily to gain use of the airfield.
Allied B-29s needed a place to refuel in the
South Pacific before proceeding 600 miles
to bombing missions in Japan.
The plan had been simple -- the Marines
would charge up the center, pushing the
enemy to the right and left. But moving
through the black ash covering the island
measuring two miles wide and five miles
long had proved surprisingly difficult, like
running on BB pellets. Due to Allied bombing of the island in days leading up to the
invasion, the surface looked like the moon
with only shell craters for protection.
Still, Williams and the other Marines
refused to give up. Upon hearing about the

thousands of American sailors killed at
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, many
had volunteered to join the Marines, ready
to fight to preserve their country’s freedoms.
The goal of removing the enemy became
personal to Williams when his division of
278 marines hit the beaches of Iwo Jima on
February 20, 1944. By March 6, only 17
men from Williams’ company remained. All
of the officers had been killed or wounded.
Williams’ duties were to keep a demolition
man and flamethrower supplied with ammo.
Like every other Marine, he had been
trained to accept any job asked of him.
Although not adept at using a flamethrower,
when his commanding officer asked if he
could use the weapon to knock out the
remaining pillboxes, Williams agreed to try.
His slight body shook as other Marines
attached the 70 pound weapon to his back.
In his hometown of Quiet Dell, West
Virginia, Williams had been taught to
believe in God, patriotism and honoring
one’s country. He didn't like killing.
Still, he knew the ferocity of the weapon
on his back was necessary to vanquish the
Japanese. The flamethrower consisted of
two fuel tanks that used a high octane gas
and diesel fuel mix to give heat and bonding. Combined with a compressed air tank,
the weapon when fired produced a rolling
golden flame that spewed at targets. The
deadly flame burned oxy from the air, forc-

ing human lungs to collapse.
Williams
also knew
the armament was
dangerous to
the shooter,
especially in
a head wind.
Upon firing,
the shooter’s
location
became
known. It was
reassuring to know two Marines carrying
BAR (Browning Automatic Rifles) and two
regular riflemen would be assigned to him
for protection.
Williams took care of the enemy via the
pillbox’s vent before lowering himself to a
trench between two other pillboxes.
**
Woody Williams’ brave actions with his
flame thrower at Iwo Jima concludes in
next issue.
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Tim Warner – World War II Army Chaplain, Part 1
by Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Battle of the Bulge: Stories From Those Who Fought and Survived and several other books on World War II

Tim Warner was born in 1924, the fourth
of eight children of a
devoutly religious family
in Davenport,
Iowa. “We
regularly
attended the
local
Methodist
Church,” he
said.
That spiritual
dedication
was put to the test when just weeks after
graduating from Davenport High School in
1943, Warner was drafted in the US Army.
“I was 18 years old and fully expected to be
drafted because World War II was happening,” he said.
After completing basic training at Fort
Benning in Georgia, Warner was chosen to
attend the Army Specialized Training
Program (ASTP), a military training program
for officers held at colleges around the
nation. When the program was closed a
year later, Warner was sent to the 95th
Infantry Division, 3rd Army led by General
George S. Patton.
As Warner planned to attend college for
ministry, he felt called to apply as a chaplain’s assistant with the Army. He had one
advantage, though it had less to do with his
knowledge of the Bible and more to do with
his typing skills. “A chaplain’s assistant
needed to be able to type,” he said. This
was due to the fact that the chaplain and
his assistant wrote letters of condolence to
all of the parents of soldiers who died from
the unit.

According to Warner, some soldiers
expressed skepticism at his assignment.
“As a chaplain’s assistant, I was not allowed
to carry a gun since my role was not to protect the chaplain. Some soldiers thought
that made me a sissy.” In reality, chaplain
assistants did not receive an increase in
pay or rank and was expected to participate
in every activity like other soldiers. Warner
proved the skeptics wrong during a training
maneuver. “I was one of four to make it during a climb to the top of the mountain. It
was like a rite of passage.”
Warner accompanied his unit when they
shipped out from Boston on a troop ship,
which was actually a refurbished luxury liner
holding several thousand American troops.
They landed at Liverpool, England, in
September 1944, otherwise known as DDay +100 (D-Day, the invasion at
Normandy, took place on June 6, 1944).
“Our troops bivouacked in tents in an apple
orchard for two months," he said.
**
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At that time typing was not a common skill.
Many young men were forced to drop out of
high school to work on farms or other jobs.
Warner was accepted as a chaplain’s
assistant and assigned to one of two
Protestant chaplains named Homer
Thompson. Just a few years older than the
rest of the troops, Thompson had been a
minister at a church in Texas.
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The National World War II Museum
by Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Battle of the Bulge: Stories From Those Who Fought and Survived and several other books on World War II

If asked to guess New Orleans’ #1 Tourist
Attraction, what would you say?
Bourbon Street or the scenic Garden
District, perhaps? Maybe the Mardi Gras
Festival?
According to Trip Advisor, none of those
answers are correct. The renowned visitorrecommended online travel source has
scored the National WWII Museum as the
city’s #1 Tourist Attraction.
Located in the Warehouse District near the
French Quarter, the National World War II
Museum was originally built as the National
D-Day Museum in 2000. The city was chosen as the location, due to the credit
General Dwight D. Eisenhower gave to the
20,000 Higgins boats assembled there and
used in every major theater of operation
during the war.
The subsequent credit he gave to the vessels and their creator, Andrew Higgins, in
the Allied victory was enough to convince
planners to choose the southern city for the
establishment of what has become the premiere historic educational facility in the
United States and possibly the world.
Today, the museum and its handful of
associated buildings are located on Andrew
Higgins Drive between Camp Street and
Magazine Street. There is a full-size
Higgins boat – also known as a LCVP
(landing craft, vehicle, personnel) in the atrium near the front door.
My husband and I have visited the museum on two occasions. Each time we
entered the multi-storied building expecting
adventure and educational value. We were
not disappointed.
The museum is divided into sections about
the war with special emphasis on major theaters of operation, including the Atlantic and
Pacific where most military personnel were
sent. Special exhibits on our last visit
included The Road to Berlin; European
Theater Galleries and Road to Tokyo:
Pacific Theater.
The D-Day section contains displays of
artifacts and photos. What really made this
particular time come alive for me were the
recorded oral histories that can be listened

to. They reminded me of the hundreds of
interviews I have conducted with veterans
over the years.
Hundreds of items of all sizes can be
viewed in interactive galleries – everything
from uniforms and weapons to planes and
landing craft. There was even a display of a
donated web belt from a Navy corpsman
(medic) I had written about in my book, We
Fought to Win: American World War II
Veterans Share Their Stories. Leo Scheer
of Huntington, Indiana, had treated wounded soldiers at Omaha Beach. (see photo)

In the Home Front gallery we learned
about Americans sacrificed products like
food, rubber, steel and more for troops
overseas. Women who worked in factories
were assigned the nickname ‘Rosie the
Riveters’.
Farmers like my father and father-in-law
had the challenge of producing crops for
people at home and soldiers abroad.
Everyone was united to sacrificial living
under the phrase: “Don't you know there’s a
war on?”
In the Pacific Theater a special exhibit was
‘Final Mission: USS Tang Submarine
Experience.’ The Tang was sadly sunk by
her own torpedo in October 1944. Of the 87
crew members, 78 were lost and nine captured by the Japanese.
Standing in the area created to replicate
the Tang was disconcerting for me as it
started to shake and alarms go off. The sub
had been struck by a torpedo!
I could not have handled such tight quarters, nor the thought of ending my life in a
watery grave. Each sailor knew of the
chances of not surviving the war.

We scheduled each of our visits to coincide with a lunchtime dinner and show at
the BB’s Stage Door Canteen with the
Victory Belles. Located within the museum,
the Stage Door Canteen is a dinner theater
setting large enough to accommodate tour
groups.
They serve delicious, hot full-course meals
followed by a show of three talented young
women dressed in 1940s-era dance clothing singing and dancing to songs from that
time period. It was sweet seeing them
dance with vets from the audience. After the
show, they posed for photos with theatergoers.
As an interviewer of World War II veterans
and author of nine books about the war, I
appreciate this museum’s efforts to educate
the public about the war event which dominated the 20th century and continues to
influence the 21st century. During my
dozens of talks given each year to groups
of all ages, I always encourage people to
visit the museum. It is a great educational
experience that will raise your level of patriotism.
Check the museum’s website for hours
before planning your trip.
National World War II Museum
945 Magazine Street
New Orleans LA 70130
504.528.1944
www.Nationalww2museum.org

Englewood
Health & Rehabilitation Center

2237 Engle Road • Fort Wayne, IN
260-747-2353
englewoodhealthandrehab.com

8 locations to serve you:
Phoenix • Phoenix West • Avondale • Sun City • Mesa
Chandler • Tucson • Phoenix Children’s Hospital
730 N. 52nd St. Suite 100 • Phoenix, AZ

602-222-3032
www.pongratzop.com
VAN DIN Page 15

Harrison ‘Harry’ Hull – Army Air Corps Mechanic / Europe
by Kayleen J. Reusser, Author of Battle of the Bulge: Stories From Those Who Fought and Survived and several other books on World War II

At 12:30am on June 6, 1944, Lewis
Harrison ‘Harry’ Hull of Fort Wayne, Indiana
and other flight mechanics were awakened
from their bunks at an airbase in eastern
England. “We were told to eat breakfast and
get the planes ready to fly," he said. “The
pilots would take off before dawn.”

sure the planes were in working order," he
said. “Our mission was to bomb factories
and strafe airports, cities, buildings.” Sadly,
hundreds of pilots were lost during the war.
“I felt like President Lincoln when he lost an
election," he said. “It was like stubbing your
toe, but you’re too big to cry.”

Hull was crew chief of the 61st Squadron
for the Eighth Air Force’s 56th Fighter
Group. Born in 1920 on a farm in DeKalb
County, Hull had seen planes in the sky and
knew he wanted to fly. “I told people I wanted to be an airplane driver,” he said. “I
loved airplanes but didn't know the word for
pilot.”

Perhaps to deflect the stress of their work,
crews assigned humorous names to planes.
Hull’s were named for Snow White’s seven
dwarfs. “One pilot wanted to be a doctor so
we named his plane Doc," he said.

After graduating from Athens High School
in Tennessee in 1938, he moved to DeKalb
County in Indiana to work and applied for
pilot training at Smith Field. After failing the
color blindness test, Hull enlisted in the
Army Air Corps. “I thought I could be a
plane mechanic," he said. Hull was
assigned to the Eighth Air Force, 56th
Fighter Group.
Hull was at Keesler Field in Biloxi,
Mississippi on December 7, 1941, when
news arrived about the Japanese bombing
of Pearl Harbor. With the nation at war Hull
and others were sent overseas and
assigned to air bases near the villages of
Peterborough, Colchester and Boxsted to
work on P47s. Note: In May 1942 the Army
Air Corps pursuit groups were re-designated ‘fighter’ groups.
Hull’s eye for detail was quickly noticed
and he was promoted to crew chief. “I made

In September 1944 C47s and gliders were
prepped to fly for Operation Market Garden,
an invasion to overtake Axis forces in the
Netherlands. Allied troops in the
Netherlands
had been
besieged and
were running
low on supplies. Special
‘belly’ fuel
tanks hung
under the
C47s for
longer range
missions.
Hull’s crew
didn't fill them
with fuel but K rations for troops. “Bad
weather kept us from dropping them so we
ended up eating the rations," he said.
Another time a P47 returned with the pilot
reporting an apparent error in flight. Hull
tested the plane but could not figure out
how it had messed up. “I told my pilot to

Some of the stories in this
publication are taken from
Kayleen Reusser’s books.
These and her other books
are available on Amazon.
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take it on another mission because I
believed it was fine," he said. The pilot was
shot down over enemy territory and rumor
was that no body was found. Everyone
believed the pilot had died in the explosion.
After the war, Hull saw the downed pilot at
a military reunion. “We greeted each other
as brothers," he said. “The pilot told me his
body had been thrown clear of the explosion and he had woken up in a German
hospital. He was a POW until the war
ended.” Then the pilot said the words Hull
had always hoped to hear, ‘Sergeant, I’ve
looked forward to telling you my plane
never flew better than that day!’”
The war ended in September 1945. Staff
Sergeant Hull was discharged a month
later. He was awarded a Bronze Star for
heroic meritorious achievement. Another
souvenir Hull brought home from the war
was a plane model made of melted bronze
from 50-caliber bullets. Plexiglas on the bottom is from the side panel canopy of a
downed P47. “A British soldier started to
make it from plane parts," said Hull. “When
he gave it to me, I finished it.”
Hull worked as a plane mechanic at Smith
Field and for Bunge in Decatur, while earning his commercial, instrument, and multiengine ratings as a pilot. Hull married
Evelyn Beck and their two sons would later
serve in the military.
“I was glad when World War II ended,” he
said, “but I would not trade my experiences
with aviation for anything.”

